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Mr. Chairman and members of  the committee. My name is Patrick Tarlton and I am the Executive Director of  
the Texas Deer Association. I am testifying in support of  the Committee Substitute to House Bill 2855 before you 
today. 

Today you will hear ample amount of  testimony on the reliability and effectiveness of  microchips. Microchips are 
utilized throughout the world as the gold-standard for animal movement and identification.

I want to be abundantly clear. This bill has nothing to do with chronic wasting disease or the rules implemented 
last year. This bill only addresses the need for reliable, modern, and easy to use identification technology. This bill 
also leaves existing tattoo requirements in place to ensure a hunter has a way to identify a captive born deer.

Members, this is a pretty simple issue. Microchips are endorsed by the USDA, every major veterinary medical 
Association, almost every international animal welfare organization, and many other agricultural trade associa-
tions. Simply stated, this is a no-brainer. There is no better way to identify animals in the United States than a 
microchip. If  a microchip is good enough for a million-dollar horse, your beloved yellow lab, or your cherished 
family cat, then we can all agree it should be good enough for a deer! 

But, there is another reason our industry needs microchips as an acceptable form of  ID. The reality is this is no 
longer a small cottage industry. As you will note from the report distributed today, the Texas deer industry 
represents a $1.6 billion economic impact to the state of  Texas each and every year. It also contributes almost 
17,000 jobs to the economy every year - most of  which is in rural Texas. It is one of  the top agriculture industry's 
with one of  the largest economic multipliers in the state.

The foundation of  that shockingly largest economic impact to the state of  Texas is largely based upon the 
dependability and certainty of  animal identification. The ID of  animals during transactions and sales must be 
done with confidence and reliability. That is why many in my industry have actually chosen to go to a microchip. 
Microchips have a very low failure rate, a very high rate of  reliability, and provide the consumer certainty that he 
or she is actually getting the product that was advertised. For many in my industry, a microchip is the most effec-
tive form of  identification to establish confidence in the sale of  permitted animals. 

The case for microchip technology is obvious. It is already a form of  allowed ID in the state of  Texas through 
federal regulations. Furthermore, it has been established as the gold-standard for identification across the country 
through 30 years of  study, academic and scientific scrutiny, experience, and widespread use in many species of  
animals. 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today and I look forward to answering any questions you may have. 


